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Privacy, please

THE FANTASY DESTINATION IN THE POST-MELTDOWN ERA IS SILENT,
SOOTHING, AND REMOTE, WHILE THE FANTASY AIRFARE IS ZERQO.

50 WHERE ARE THE CLANDESTINE ECO-LODGES AND DREAMY
COTTAGES THAT WILL SUSTAIN US? LISA TROTTIER ASSESSES THE
SHIFTING STATE OF THE BAY AREA ESCAPE.

+ THE 16 HIDEOUTS BEST SUITED TO CALM OUR JANGLED MOOD

PHOTOGRAFHS BY JUSTIN FANTL
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AS 2009 HAS SLOWLY

drawn its fingernails down the
chalkboard of our collective
nerves, my Bay Area friends have
been coming to me with maga-
zines flipped open to images of
exceptionally remote hideouts set
deep in the wildest nature.

U wsed w this, 've been a tavel editor in this
wwn for o decade now, and people have always
brought me pictures, in the some way they’d bring
a celebrity shat o their haivdresser Uneil Lasy Eall,
though, they usoally showed me splashy, can't-top-
this hatels known for a nightelub made of ice, or
a half desen pools parrolled by model-handsome
teenagers asking to sprice your sunglisses, or ironic
touches of postmillennial decor. Can we alk fora
minte about that giane chair n the lobby of the
Clitr, i downtown San Francisco, circa 2000 2

That was before, Now, it seems, the tavel fantasy
has gone all Robinson Crusoe. What overworked,
overstimulated Bay Avea prolessionals count as heot-
spats i 2008 are tiny places where they can just go
“pool™ and disappear to a deck on the edge of no-
wherve, Open-air eco-lodges sonth ol the border. Five-
star tent hotels in the wilds of British Columbia, Decks
suspended above the jungle canopy i Cost Rica, All
places of intense privacy, lusurious in thar own wiy
ver pooted to their spot under a swath of open sky.

O course, most people can't atford o go Bar away
tor such indulgences—they've already canceled a wip
to lialy or Bali becanse committing o the airfne, not
to mention the time out of the office, seemed oo
chaney. So they've looking lor a civilized salai {mayhe
a canister of dark espresso delivered o their tem
before a dawn yoga class under the trees; would a
paddle saeross o bay 1o a table set for two on a lonely
Bk B vow monch ter ask®) and seem sure tha alier
two booms and a decade of rravel-induseey splurging,
it must be around here somewhere.

This is when | break the news, as the preface w
ticking off whar the past 5 or 10 vears have brought
o way, that the Bntasy of the perfealy intimae
eco-lodge is one el we just can't scratch within
driving distnce,

I The cooking classes at the Philo Apple Farm, in Ander-
son Valley, ane justly famous. Less well known, though,
are the three emblematically alry designer cottages out
back in the orchard, rentable at $175 and up per night.

Trends

THE HOTELIERS BEHIND THIS
PIONEERING GENERATION OF
ESCAPES ARE REWRITING

THE TRAVELER'S HAMDRBOOK.

OUTDOOR
LIVING
SPACE? IN.

Patias and outdoar
showers ara the
new musl-have
amenitias,

HALLWAYS

AND
ELEVATORS?
OUT,

In their place: land-
scaped paths and
rooms you step nio
feoim your own front
porch

IN-ROOM
mASSAGES?

Bardessono stashas
massage lables in
BvERry room, 50
whan your hour is
up, yaou can stay on
the table lor as long
as you like befora
slipping into the
bty your therapis!
drewy before slipping
aul. Gaige Housa
sels up lables right
next to the mini=
autdoor Japanesa
garden thal make
ils “Zen suites” so,
well, fen

HOTEL GYM?
ouT

Solage and Bardes
=00 .Ii.i.'.-'L." :'r (L] i
bikes. Cavallo Posnt,
Past Ranch, Calis-
foga Ranch, and
Solage theow in free
yoga Who wanis to
Iift weights on vaca
o, anywiy?

PLASTIC?
GONE.

Ingtead of bottled
water on the nlaht-
stand, you'll find

a glass milk jug
(Mick's, Solage)

of a handmade
ceramic pitcher
(Calistoga Ranch)
In the Bathroom,
there are no more
tiny botlles of sham-
poo fo collect dist
i your cupbosrd at
|1|_1||'l_~—|_'u'r_~:'|,-r_|r'|F_'
has switched to
full-size retillables.



Deals

2009 HAS NOT EXACTLY
BEEN A BANNER YEAR FOR

HOTELS, USE

IHE LEVERAGE

YO HAVE. AND EVERYONE
MAY WIN IN THE END.

CALL
LAST-MINUTE
AND MAKE
AN OFFER,

If a hotel manager
i5 staring &t & hati-
empty reservation
bock, chances ane,
he'll lalk, As Pat
Kuleto, who has
12 cottagas to fill
al Mick's Cove, put
it, “Well rent the
rogm, no matter
what. Day of, the
rates go down as
il gets closer and
cloger to disk”

IF YOU'RE NOT
SEEING DIS-
COUNTS,
CHECK OUT
PACKAGES.

While some hotals
have slnct no-dis-
counting palicies, it's
reglly just seman
ties, Cavallo Paint
“doesn't discount,”
bt nght i, if you
pay far two nights,
you can stay for
three, That sounds
a lof fike 33 percent
off to me. The lodge
will also give you
dinner, 2 night's stay,
and breakfast for
$345. Given that
dinner &l Cavallo is
(&) terrific and (b)
really sxpensive, this
workes out to-be a
great deal for a one-
night sphurge. Check
a holel's website,

then call the recer-
vabions statf to zee
what elee they can
do for you. A glass
of wine? A massage?
Remember, they just
want to gat yvou in
the doo,

REQUEST
AN UPGRADE.

When suites ane sit-
fing empty, marny
hatels will use an
upgrade fram a
basic room as a lura.

SLIP AWAY
MIDWEEK.

Easier said than
done, | realize. But
the business guests
whia traditionally
sustain hotels an
wetlidays hewe
gana AWOL this
year. Everyone's
hisrting Menday
through Thursday,
and many places will
make it worth your
while to call in sick
for a couple of days,

WAIT UNTIL
NOVEMBER.

In wine country,
anyway—0ctobe

is crush saason, the
busiest of the year,
You won't get squat
out of hotels in the
area this month, but
naxt month will be a
different story.

Well. there is one place. Post Ranch Inn, in Big

Sur, has been the prato—and the Giber—eco-lodge
sinee it opened on a elilf above the world's most jaw-
dropping coastline 17 years ago, instantly reinventing
how Toxurionsly invisible a hotel could be. The only
hiteh {and i's a dooey) is the up w 32,200 per nigh
Wl run vou for an oceanview room. Other locl
enterprises than have mied 1o charge less for eco-
escapes have puid dearly tor 1. The Lodge at Sky-
londa, o hiking rewreat aned spain the redwonds
abowe Silicon Valley, shuttered in 2003, Costanoa,
which introduced us to the concept of “glamping”
a decade ago, sill occopics the same pristine piece
of San Mateo coastline, but hotelier Joie de Vivre
dumped it in 2003, and it has since changed hands
again, These days, you'll recognize it by the KOA
campground sign on Highway 1,

Thar Post Ranch has not only survived but thrived

The effectis a
sexed-up ver-
sion of home,
where you can
pretend your
typical after-

15 4 testament o how well
it pampers the recession-
proof erowed while back-
ing off encugh o lee

its eelge-ob-the-universe
location work its potent
magic. The lack of other
such Baryland eco-escipes,

l'lﬂ‘cll" TH“D}WB_E though, just demonstrites
a 9 ass wine how hard Northern Cali-
and a IDHQ fornia can be on hoteliers

soak, rather
than working
late or cleaning
out the garage.

crazy enough to ey 1o
give us what we want
most. Dream of'a place
with lois of space but rela-
tively few rooms o bring
i cash, and set that dream on some of the most
beauntul, strarospherically expensive, and hard-1o-
develop land on Earth, and someone (the dreamer,
the banker, the guest) will have o pay for it

"at Kuleto's Nick's Cove, for example, is one of
the trinmphs of the past ive vears, But it also repre-
sems a cautionary tale about the difficulties: Kuleto's
iden wais 1o fix up a doren rotting fishing shacks near
the oyster joines and placid kayaking routes that draw
weekenders w Tomales Bay—something along the
lines of Deetien's, in Big Sur: charming, cosy, rea-
sonable. . and shacky. But after a nearly decade-long
bautle 1o ger the place approved, Kuleto could no

4 Yountville newcomer Bardossono woos visltars with
an eco-ethic, innovative indoor-outdoor layouts (starting
with the open-air lobby), and real modernist splash.
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lowiger afford to play just to us down-to-earth Tocils:
e Bl 1o By the place up with Persian rgs,
plasma-sereen TVs, and claw-tom soaking tubs in
Lathrooms with radiant heatng in the foors, In
doing so, he tollowed the understndable wndency
for hotels w push everything more upscale, even in
deown tiines, so they can command the ligher vates
that might thread the economic needle and convinee
rich people to Oy in from Mew York, Dallas, b,

Micks is a runaway hit, and when 1 spent a nigh
there, T noticed thar my cotage’s guestbook over-
flowed with exclamanion poios: “A perfect getaway!”
“Adream!” “Everyiling we'd imagined!” But alier
the scrawled “Claly $ 1,000 for o weekend—wow,”
teere was a telling kicker: T could've gone to Mesien.”
Tomcheé. Vet hightailing it o Kileto's over-the-water
cahins, all wood paneling and distressed furninure
anel taxidermy, clearly fus our bust-time mentality
much beter—even ar 5300 a night—than Aying away
for a several-thousand-dollar weekend at the party
pabiace Wynn, in Vegas, or at Maai's Grand Wailea,

This synchromicity also applies to the new spate
of hoom-era, S500- to S600-a-night cottages, most
of them set in wine country. The cotage. in tact,
has become a cottage indusery that's changed the
Bay Area getaway as we know it Instead of rooms,
wee now check into bungalows with little patios, even
ity-bitty vards, as 10 we've picked vpoand relocated
ten i simpler life for a couple of days, These resorts
were designed or a flusher age. Do somehow they
predicred whar post-melidown locals would erave
even more than spider monkeys swinging [rom the
trees: elbow room.

The trend started m 2003 with The Cameros Inn,
whose barn-chic, cedar-amd-shect metal cottages pop-
alate a wide-open hillside where vineyards roll ot in
all divections, followed by Calistoga Ranch, a huished
enclave ol loxurions indoor-outdeor bungalows clus-
tered inoan oaky canyon at the other end of the Napa
Valley, 1 loved the weekends | spent with the bed-
room doors Hung open w privane decks at both these
plices, so 1 was happy o see tha Solage Calistoga,
which opened on the outskints of rown in 2007, fol-
lowed suit by scattering sunny vellow cottages across
an open field (though, to keep rates a couple hun-
dred dollars lower, each actoally holds a side-by-side
duplex, and many patos look across the way o

AL Calistogs Honch, each bungalow is a mini-
compound, complete with an outdoor living reom,
whera you can relax in front of the fireplace after
a dip in the hot tub.

Splurges

MY COST-UNCONSCIOUS
GUIDE TO SELECTING THE

BEST NEW-STYLE

FOR THE OCCASION

FOR A TRYST

Thera's that shower,
then there's the
other showar, tha
one oulsige, Really,
lher Cameros Inn
makeas it all too aasy
for you: You'll feel
[ theme's no one
on the olhar side of
P wlt (Thare 1sn't),
si you can throw
open thae back doars
o the pebio withoul
heing saen, FROM
3450, THECARNERDS
NCOM

FOR THE
VIEWS

Thi hiking in Big
Sur is legendary,
bl onee you chock
In to Post Ranch,
it's unlikely your
boots will soe any
attion. From tha
duck, 15 jusl you,
the ocean, and the
gky—a landscape
made lor pushing
the restart bution n
wour beain. FROM 3550,
POSTRAMCHIMNMN.COM

10 DISAPPEAR

Tucked away in a
WODOSEY CEMON you
can easly miss as
yors whiz through
the Mepa Velley
alang the Siverndo
Tral, Calistoga
Ranch s a stricily
guests-only aftais
Thia poal, the fran
cudl pestauran] over
loaking the valley,
and the spa undar
the oaks all have

a hush that says,

these people are
unplugged for the
'.'.'E_'I:" -u-":_-] EROM 1 .-.I
CALISTEAARANCHII

10 SOAK UP
A WEEKEND

Mot only = Solage's
palm tree=lined pool
massive enough o
mznt & day of idie
paddling, bt a short
walk away is the
S, wWhane you can
dream the alternoon
away under & breery
sk ¥ wihile |‘_||_.||;||:||i||g
bruek-naked in the
bath-warm mineral
pools, FROM 5375,

S AHECALIRIEXAA

O

FOR A ONE-
NIGHTER

Claser to
downtown San
Francsco than
some far-flung
parts of the city
are, Menn's Cavallo
Paint calls your
Bkt about not
bering able to get
away. The Goiden
Gate Bridge and
-;h:,ll M visws ang
a dazzling palate
cleanse during
the walk from a
mermarakile dinnar
lo wiwir suile, Yois
hoss won't even
have (o know you
feft tewen, FROM $240,
CAVALLOPCRINELC




BIG ON NATURE AND SHORT
ON SCENE, THE REGION'S
BEST SMALL HIDEAWAYS ARE
CHIC COUNTRY HOMES AWAY
FROM HOME. BUT DON'T YOU
DARE CALL THEM BA&BS.

FARMHOUSE
INN

This north-of-Sebas-
topol favorite has
just been redone
from top to bottom
ina sassy style that
=fill faels farm-frash.
Thiz e barr build-
ing airity hausas
four swites and four
moms as cush as
anything yau'll find
al the resorts, Slay
put for dinner—the

restaurant i niemale,

and the food is deli-
CIOUS. FROM S38G,
FARMHOUSEINMNCOM

NICK'S COVE

Ot the dozen fishing
shacks remade inlo
fumuricnis rafuges by
Pat Kuleto, the five
that hang out over
fomales Bay are the
priciest by far—but
that doasn't stop
prople from book-
ing them first every
lime. FROM $255.
WICKSCOVE L0

GAIGE HOUSE

Every one of the
slylish city=with-a=
bwist suites at this
Glen Elen retreal
comes with a deck
or patio. But the
suites bordering the
creek feel fike the
real gscape. FROM
R0, GAEELOM

KENWOOD INN

Wislting this inn at
the northem end

of Sonoma is like
baing at a country
house in Franoe's
Loire Valley. Rooms
are spread oul
across thres uy-
covered courtyards,
each with its own
ponl, keeping things
guict end private,
FROM £275, KENWOOD
IRMCOM

IR B 1)
VENTANA INN
With 80 rooms, this
coastal Big Sur icon
iy be more mid-=
sira than small—but
with 243 aoes o
raam, it shiares the
quiet vibe of the
other resting spots
listed hare, A Joie
dix Vivre taksover
and reda In 2008
shook lopse the
dated look it had
been chinging to
ainge the "T0s,
making it once
gggeun fully drve-
woirthy, FROM 8500,
VENTANASNMCOM

someone else's). Yountville's new Bardessono, a
modern compound of precise lines and right angles
that dies o 180 away from the town's usual Gux-
French and fnk-Tuscan inng, directs guests over
bridges and past trickling streams and fans them
oul 1o several courtyards, some with a dowen or so
rooms apening onto them. 'm not sure whether
wine-country visitors will warm 1o Bardessono’s
unadarned aesthetic, but breaking up the howel into
clusters is genius—it guarantees that the space never
feels comgested and that guests, unless they're asleep,
are rarely indoors.

The idea driving each of these neighborhood-siyle
resorts is to eliminate anything that smushes us in
with other people, including hallways and elevators,
At the Carneros Inn, cottages are gronped around
commaon Lawns with ountains, as if ar dusk all the
Euests are going o pour out their front doors, casse-

Nick's is a
triumph, but it
also represents
a cautionary
tale: After a
long battle to
get it ﬂppl’OVEd. from the spa over o
Pat Kuleto could clinner. And things get
no longer afford
to play to just
us locals.

roles in hand, for a pot-
lck, Parked in front of
my oo ar Solage were
twor single-speced cruiser
bikes, one of which |
used o zip from my
cottage down the lane
o the pool, and, laer,

downright Morman
Rockwell-esque ar my
newest go-to splurge,
Cavalle Point Lodge,
which is tocked into o cove at the Mavin end of the
Gaslelen Gate Bridge. Onee home to naval oflicers’
families, i= stately, century-old white houses with
red roofs all have a wooden starcase leading up (o
a porch where a pair of rocking chairs invites you 1o
sit and spin a yarn or two.

The cottage trend has white-trash roots: Both Car-
neros and Calistoga Kanch got green-lighted by pig-
gybacking on existing comng for tnler parks. (Little-
knowin bt amusing fact: Peel back the cedar shingles
at the base af a posh Calistoga Ranch love nest, and
yoau'll hined four vres underneath.) Yer the formula is
pushed by the same cconomics behind Koleto's $500
shacks, “IUs  vate game,” explains Philip Kendall,
who has run hath Calistoga Ranch and the Carneros

4 Nick's Cove deftly dresses up the simpler-life fantasy,
The pricier cottages, perched on stilts right over Tomales
Bay, have the ultimate perk of the moment—a nerve-
soothing view.

88 OISIONVHS NYS G000 H380L00
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I ™ These places feel more like suites, The privacy
is seny, anl people will pay o higher e for thar™—
as they will for an interior thar conerass with the
folksy extevior and goes all city bachelor pad on you,
with sleek gas fireplaces, Haesereen "T'Va, Eames
chanrs, aned pillowy beds, The effec s o sexedoap ver-
ston of home, a place where you can pretend your
pyprical aftermoon involves a by, o glass of wine, and 4
lomg soak—rather than working late ar the office or
sprendling sis hours cleaning out the garage,

Then, lor those whe don't ke resorns or can’t
alforel them more than once @ year, there's the linal
fromticr: the simple, quirky, alfordalde cotage that's
fnl :.||L||;|I|l I,I'I{' p-t'_lr:llI r|||,- TEHBEN 5200 vit e, ||1l_' 1\';'"!1!.'!!1.
This is the vegular eseape hawch, private ane guict,
v little vental i the country

You'd think that these would have become as rare
as S 1000 Sam Frameisco apartments, but in the past
decade or so, they, wo, have kepr eroppimg up, My
pevsonal Bvorite is Mar Vista Cottages, which leels
beter than ever this tme aroundd the recession block,
v spent hall o doven weekends hididen away in one
ol s perlealy rero 1930s cotages, which are scat-
teved across a field on the Mendocine County coast,
Thanks to Benat Dorn's long career as @ manager in
some of San Francisco's lnickiest hotels, the cottages
are sparkiingly clean and full of wnexpecied wuches
von won't [ind anywhere else, like sheets that ave
clothespinmed up in the sun over lvender plants.
tien hand-pressed Before being simoothed across
yorr bed, fragram and erisp, | loved my cotage’s
winlow limens, accented with bits of vintage Labwic, so
much thar 1 osacked down the Enghshwoman who

makes them and hived ber to design a set for my bed-

voou i home,

“Ialways say, thank godd we didn’t have a lot off
money when we opencd m 2000,7 says Dorn’s hus-
bl o, who helps e van the place, “hecase it
helped us keep evervihing simple, And that's what
veally resonates with people.”

O ourse, a sy at Mar Vista means kissing things
like private granite soaking tubs goodbye, There's
e pooam serviee o call, Bue more and more people
1 Koo e turming o similarly pared-down vetreats,
where the proprictors essentially haned you the keyvs
annl leave you in peace for less than $300—and

sometmes less than S200—a naghe, These locals are

i The retro A-frame at brand-new Far Meadow, located
south of Yosemite at 7500 feet, was joyfully designed
by boutigue hotelier Veronigue Lievre with bright colors,
cailing windows, and a floating stairway leading to a
bedroom lofl with views of the forest canopy.

Rentals

WELCOME TO THIS DECADE'S
UNHOTEL. AT MY FAVORITES,
YO FORGO VALET SERVICE
AND A POOL IN FAVOR OF A
KEY, ROOM TO ROAM, AND
RATES THAT START MOSTLY
AT LESS THAN 200 BUCKS.

MAR VISTA
COTTAGES

A doran fishing
shacks ana fiedd
arross Highway 1
fram a ciiff-backad
Mendocing Coast
beach are fresh,
kright, and immaci-
lerliz, FROM & 155, bAR
VISTAMENDOCINOCOM

THE OTHER

T
PLACE
Four colorful, mod-
arn homee with big
wieners Trom ever ¥
room divvy up &
B00-acre ranch an
the crest of the kills
above Anderson
Valley, Lip here, you
could ga the whole
wikand without
semieng) the olher
guesis, FROM $140
SHFFFRINGOOM

FAR MEADOW

A pair of clean-ned,
mined, and cory cab-
ma recently opencd
in he woods just
south of Yosemite.
It you've drooled
wed magazing sho-
nes on Vierang, the
levely eco-resor

in Yalapa, Medeo,
these aro by the
zami peopla—but
with a woodsy Skenn
exdige, FROM 105,
BEEM-SEERCOMS
BOUTIGUEHOMES

PHILO
APPLE FARM
COTTAGES

The fhree artful
A-trames set out

inv the archard of
Anderson Valley
rural haven, Philo
Apple Farm, Fave
been hard to book
sinca the day the
farm Lv_'galz renting
fhem out, nine years
ago. But it's a whale
merw weardd ain 2009,
It yourve had froubla
gitling a resenation
in the past, this s
your chance, FROM
178, PHELOAPPLE
EAHMLIIOM

P -

LONG VALLEY

RANCH
Up and over the

hill from Andersan
Walley, the Other
Place peaopie have
expanded cnio
800 oak-shaded
acres outside
Ukiah, Mobody's
going to find vou
here, that's tor surs,
FROM $555, SHEEP
LRIEETM
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HOTELIERS ARE CONTINUING
TO BET ON QUR APPETITE
FOR WEEKEND ESCAPES,
EVEN DURING A RECESSION.
WATCH FOR THESE FIVE
RIBBON-CUTTINGS.

NOV. 2008

This spring, Bardes
sano added a slock,
modern nate o
Yountville's coflec:
tion of inns, bul as
of Hotel Luca's
Movember 1 open-
ing, the town will be
right back to Tus-
can romantic, this
fime: courtesy of the
paaple who created
the terrihly chvilized
LAuberge Carmal,
HOTELLUCANARACOM

DEC. 2009

On December 8,
fhe Ritz-Carlton
Highlands OPens
haltway up the
slope at Morthstar,
with a gondoba-
side location, plus
g Traci des Jardina
restaurant o make
us feal right at
home, RITZCARLTON
cos

2010

The people behind
Post Ranch and
Cavallo Point

just gol approval

te tear down and
reinvent the Sea
Ranch Lodge, a
dowedy spot on

thia adge of a crazy-
beautiful cifftop on
thie Sonoma coast
Ground breaks
mexl year, PASSPORT
RESCRTECOM

2010

Carmel Valley
Rangh, which lies
on 400 gorgeous
acres upslope In
Carmel Valtey,

was just sold

undear duress for

@ bargain $20 mil-
lion to a scion of
tha Hyatt family,
wh is pouring
money i turmng
it into something
smashing (not a
Hyait) by the end of
2010, CARMELVALLEY
RANCHOOM

TBA

Mo one likes to
drwve home after
nine coursas at the
French Laundry.
Thomas Keblo
hears that, 5o

he's gotten the
go=ahead o build
Aloysius Inn in
the garden on

the three-acre

ket across the way
from the restaurant,
The word on the
street’ Don't hold
your breath—it'll
remain a garden
for a whila.

hooking an airy cottage out in the orchard at the
famously idyllic Philo Apple Farm in Anderson
Valley, or, on the crest of the hills above, o bright,
cheery home ar the Other Place with a killer view
unel un open meadow.

Yes, you'll probably have o make do withour a
pool or w TV in vour room (the later omission is
always a bonus in my book, yet i's a choice the Lan-
cier places, with the sole exception of Post Ranch,
don't feel they can get away with). But the upside is
that vou can go the whole weekend without runmning
into another soul ar the Other Place. At Mar Vista,
vou're welcome o pick veggies from the organic
gavden for dinner and snip Aowers from the cutting
garden for o centerpicee. Looking out over encdless
aak-covered hilllops [rom your wb a Long Valley

Ranch’s Dog Trot cot-
Thanks to the tage, yeur might think
owner's |0“E . it's a it of o miracle
qal’eer managing . places like this
finicky San Fran- . exist
cisco hotels, the
cottages are full
of unex
touches, like
sheets pinned
up in the sun
over lavender
plants.

Bt preapale do find
such places, even here.
My friend Susan returns
emce a vea b the Julia
Morgan lodges . Aslla-
mar, across the sireer
from the pounding
surl in Pacific Grove.
My friend Christine
recently fell for the in-room sauna and [reebies, like
a gourmet s'meres lar, at western Sonoma’s Farm-
house Inn, then twirned around a few weeks Liter anmd
went back for her birthday. Most of my friends have a
plisce they cin't menton without breaking into a smile,

When Tom Dorn recently wld me thar my favorite
Mar Vista Cotlage, number 6, burned down when a
painter left a tarp over the stove, 1 actally gor misy,
It mace me think that mavbe the Bay Area's budget
anel luxury Bamasies have linally converged. For as
much as | enjoyed the $2,200 Past Ranch suite |
stayed i lnst spring, [ don't think Ud need a hankie
il someone wld me i had gone up in smoke, B
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4 At the perfectly rustic Mar Vista Cottages, on the
Mendocing Coast, guests are welcome to cut flowers
fram the garden or pull a couple of warm eggs out from
under the hens.



